XVII.

THE ASSEMBLY OF NOTABLES.

THE more history is studied, the more striking
are the illusions which blind rulers. It seems
as if Providence put a bandage over their eyes. Louis
XVI. had been simple-minded enough to think of
crowning the edifice. The Comptroller-General, Ca-
lonne, wrote in the paper wherein he proposed con-
voking the Notables, " The course of time and the
changes of events seem to have brought us to the
moment in which the monarchy, after long agitation,
is at length sufficiently calm and ripe for improving
the constitution." The old Marshal of Richelieu
asked what punishment Louis XIV. would have in-
flicted on the minister who should have proposed
assembling the Notables. The young Viscount of
S%ur said, " The King is handing in his resignation."
Marie Antoinette was angry with Calonne, under-
standing the danger of a parliamentary assembly;
but Louis XVI. was so fascinated by his minister's
fine phrases that on the day after the council-meeting
at which the report had been read, he wrote, " I did
not sleep all night, but it was from joy."
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